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2023 State Advisory Board Meeting 
ALPHA GAMMA SIGMA, INC. 

STATE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 29, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. 

Online Virtual Meeting 
 
Special Rules for the Order of Business: 
 
1. The agenda is fixed once a motion to accept, amend, add to, and/ or change an agenda 
has passed.   
2. All items listed as action items will begin with a motion 
3. All items listed as non-action contain information only. No action will be taken on 
these items. Future agenda issues may surface from these items and, if they do, they 
should be noted for future agendas. 
4. Unfinished business and new business will be handled first after the meeting is called 
to order, the minutes have been approved, and the agenda is set. 
5. Debate on all action items on the agenda will follow an alternate pattern of “one 
member speaking for” and then “one member speaking against” the issue so as to 
facilitate the discussion, eliminate repetition of ideas, and air both sides; once one side 
of the debate no longer has a member speaking either pro or con, the debate will end, 
and the question will be called to a vote. 
6. The debate on a particular action item should not exceed ten minutes unless the body 
wishes to extend the time allotted for discussion. 
7. All reports should contain non-action items only. 
8. Anything embedded in a report that is significant and merits discussion as an action 
item should be identified as such when the agenda is being set at the beginning of the 
meeting or should be held over as a future agenda item. 
 
I. Call to Order and President’s Opening Remarks: President Valerie Venegas called the 
meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.  She announced that Betty Wong will be acting secretary today in 
place of Terry Green, who was unable to attend, and asked that everyone sign in on Chat. 
 
II. Self-Introductions: (~1 minute each Chapter): The advisors present introduced themselves, 
telling us their names, colleges, positions at their colleges and how long they had been advisors 
of their Alpha Gamma chapters. 
        
III. Explanation of the Sign-In Process: Betty took attendance writing down the names of those 
advisors who did their self-introductions.  As a back-up plan, she asked advisors to email her at 
wong_betty@smc.edu that they were there so she would be sure that her attendance records were 
accurate. Michael Levine provided additional backup for Betty with a sign in sheet at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 

mailto:wong_betty@smc.edu
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ATTENDANCE (business was concluded by 12:37 pm; hence, there was only one session) 

ALAN HANCOCK COLLEGE:  Kathy Headtke, Kathy Voltmer 
ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE:  Matthew Jaffe 
CERRITOS COLLEGE:  Jerry Ramos 
CHABOT COLLEGE:  Lisa Carlson had an emergency; Ashley McHale will serve as proxy 
CITRUS COLLEGE:  Raquel Guttierez, Denise Kaisler 
CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO:  Joe Reyes 
CLOVIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  Cody Hoover 
COLLEGE OF MARIN:  Andrea Wang 
COLLEGE of the SEQUOIAS:  Stephen Tootle 
CUESTA COLLEGE:  Chris Gilbert 
DIABLO VALLEY COLLEGE:  Ian Thomas-Bignami 
EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE:  Ruth Blandon, Diane Mannone, Joshua Rodriguez 
EL CAMINO COLLEGE:  Joshua Casper could not stay for the entire meeting, so Joe Reyes 
volunteered to serve as proxy  
FULLERTON COLLEGE:  Marwin Luminarias 
GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  Isaac Pedraza 
GOLDENWEST COLLEGE:  Valerie Venegas 
LA POSITAS COLLEGE:  Ashley McHale, David Powers 
LONG BEACH CITY COLLEGE:  Geetha Rajaram 
LOS ANGELES MISSION COLLEGE:  Mark Pursley 
LOS ANGELES PIERCE COLLEGE:  Kaycea Campbell, Lisa Valdez 
MERCED COLLEGE:  Jacqueline Alvarez, Jennifer McBride 
MOUNT SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE:  Regina Martinez 
ORANGE COAST COLLEGE:  Teresa Scarbrough 
REEDLEY COLLEGE:  Jim Mulligan 
RIO HONDO COLLEGE:  Alan Archambault 
SADDLEBACK COLLEGE:  Alannah Rosenberg 
SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY COLLEGE:  Michael Levine 
SANTA ANA COLLEGE:  Nick Enke, Sara Kelley, Kathy Patterson, Beatriz Villa 
SANTA MONICA COLLEGE:  John Quevedo, Betty Wong 
WEST VALLEY COLLEGE:  Andrew Kindon    
BOT STUDENT TRUSTEE FROM THE SOUTH:  Tenecia Harris 

    
IV. Explanation of the Special Rules: Parliamentarian Chris Gilbert explained that we follow 
Robert Rules of Order and the Special Rules for the Order of Business listed on page #1.  Joe 
Reyes asked if proxies have a vote, to which Chris Gilbert replied that proxies do not get a vote. 
 
V. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda: No items were added or deleted to the agenda.   
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VI. Approval of the Agenda: The agenda was approved unanimously.   
 
VII. Corrections to and Approval of the Minutes from Spring Advisory Board Meeting  
on October 8, 2022: The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
   
VIII. Corrections and Updates to the Fall Advisory Board Directory:  None 
          
IX. Unfinished Business: (Discussion and Action Items) 
 

A. Board of Trustees Terms Ending, Vacancies and Appointments: Alannah 
Rosenberg of Saddleback College announced she is retiring from her position on the 

 BOT.  Regina Martinez of Mount San Antonio College stepped up to serve in her  
 position and was unanimously accepted.    
 

B. Follow up on increasing inter-chapter communication via a Shared Advisor 
 Contact List and Shared Chapter Contact Web Site Page Update (SAB): Valerie 
 asked if anyone wanted to speak concerning this issue. No one did. 
 

C. Chapter Recruitment & Alpha Gamma Sigma Revitalization Workgroup  
 Update: (SAB):  Kaycea Campbell pointed out that this agenda item was the same as 
 agenda item E. So, the SAB moved on to the next item. 
 

D. Student Trustee Support and Communication  
i. Handbook - Valerie 
ii. Special Election - Valerie 
****Ashley, Marwin, Valerie and John Q (and Terry Green) *** 
iii. Committee - See list 

Valerie told us there are no candidate(s) for student trustees for the 2023-24 school year.  
 She and Student Trustee Tenecia Harris were working on this.  The term of service for 
 student trustees has been from spring semester to spring semester since the beginning of 
 the Covid pandemic.     

Tenecia talked about her positive experience working with and being mentored by 
 Valerie.  She found her presence at the board meetings a great learning process for her.  
 Furthermore, she felt that communication had been difficult to recruit students from other 
 chapters.  She suggested adding a student nomination form to generate more interest for 
 the next year.  She did have some ideas she would leave with Valerie and would be 
 presenting her workshop later this morning to drum up interest in the student trustee 
 positions.   

Kaycea thanked Tenecia for her work and was looking forward to her ideas. She wanted 
 to know if we were having any election today or will it be pushed to the regional   
 conference.  Valerie wanted to gather interested members from Tenecia’s workshop and  
 mentor them.  
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John Quevedo added that it had long been a struggle to maintain strong student trustees 
 and advisors are needed to support and mentor them.   

Andrea Wang felt it should be the job of each chapter advisor to explain and talk about 
 the position. 

Valerie had been talking to other chapters. There was a suggestion that a student trustee
 could get service credit so that it would be something they could add to their portfolio. 

Tenecia shared that she felt her position did not get the attention that it deserved, as it was 
  not included with board member photos and the trustee position was not talked about 
 during board elections.   

Ashley suggested setting up a statewide Discord and asking students to join it as well as 
 their own chapter Discord.  David Powers was concerned with other nonmember students 
 gaining access to the State Discord.  
 

E. Advisors Handbook Updates: 
i. Add language about Student Trustees 

It was noted that no progress had been made; hence, there was no action at this time with 
 the Advisors Handbook. Andrew committed to reviewing and working on the Advisors 
 Handbook soon; Valerie and Joe expressed interest in working with him. 
 
X. New Business: (Discussion and Action Items) 
 

A. Check Good Standing list to see if your chapter owes any funds and contact the 
Treasurer to settle. There are still a few outstanding Convention 2022 payments 
that may have slipped by:  Marwin Luminarias of Fullerton College wanted to be sure 
that chapters were aware of the status of their state dues and asked that advisors email 
him if there were any questions. Kaycea announced she would be sending out bills for 
this convention soon. 

 
B.  AGS as a non-profit and grant writing organization: As a point of information, 

Kaycea reminded everyone that we all have a lot of specialties and resources on our 
own campus—e.g., grant writers.  AGS is a non-profit organization but there are ways 
available in terms of approaching other organizations for funding. She suggested 
partnering with these organizations if they were willing.    
Ashley recalled that Loyola Marymount University had sponsored over 10 years ago        
many scholarships for PTK.  They might be interested in doing the same for AGS.   
 

C. Fullerton area for Hotel and AGS Centennial Convention in 2026: Kaycea & 
advisors at Fullerton College had started discussions about lodging and booking rooms.   
We are moving away from hotel contracts because of the high costs.   
Alannah wondered if AGS as an organization could book rooms at a hotel and use 
facilities at a member campus for the convention meetings and workshops.  School 
vans could be used to shuttle student attendees to and from hotel(s) to campus. 
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Marwin added that most campuses have a campus credit card.  You should see if your 
chapter has a relationship with the Bursar’s Office.   
Ashley wondered if individual chapters might pay for their own block of rooms but 
book under AGS.  Andrew, however, felt there still needed to be a go between hotel & 
individual chapters. 
Alannah wondered about Friday & Saturday night events—herding students & keeping 
them out of trouble. 
 

D. AGS Convention Sacramento 2024:  April 19-21 According to Kaycea, we will be 
going to Sacramento.  If we do not go, we will forfeit the $20,000 deposit at the 
Doubletree Hotel.  Chapters must begin thinking about funding for transportation, etc.    
Andrew shared that Student Services on many campuses provide some part of 
conference funding dedicated to student advocacy.  Appy through your Associated 
Students. Andrea also felt some colleges provide a portion of funding for such events; 
one just needs to ask. 
Kathy Headtke of Alan Hancock College shared that many years ago, student officers 
at her school went to their President, Vice President, Rotary, and others and were able 
to secure funding for 75% of their conference.   

 
E. Membership drive continuation to get inactive chapters back in the fold. Using 

Sacramento 2024 to get chapters really interested: Alannah said reaching out to 
other chapters had been difficult.  Part of the problem was determining if there was 
anyone who had been in charge. She now has a list of those who had come back after 
doing an Advisor Teatime this semester.  A permanent link to that Advisor Teatime 
meeting was needed.   
Jennifer McBride reminded everyone that Randy Taylor created the letter that went out 
to college presidents and vice presidents asking if anyone at their college were 
interested in being an advisor and establishing a chapter.  It was mentioned there is a 
need now to reach out with a phone call to those chapters struggling during the 
pandemic.  Ashley related that Randy had passed on to her all his paperwork, but she 
had not yet found that letter.  
Kathleen Patterson of Santa Ana College suggested using the setting of the convention 
in Sacramento to get chapters to rejoin AGS.     
Jerry Ramos of Cerritos College were intrigued with reaching out to the Chancellor’s 
Office.  At a conference that he had attended at the College of the Canyons, members 
of the Chancellor’s Office were present.  He said he could reach out to a few people he 
met at that time. 

 
F. AGS Jewelry Sales: Kaycea presented a form showing price increases of AGS jewelry.  

She stated that the form on the AGS website was not accurate.  She will give the revised 
form to Sara Kelley to post on the AGS website.  MOTION #1:  Kaycea Campbell 
moved that jewelry prices be increased 15% across the board to be effective May 
1, 2023; Joe Reyes seconded the motion.   (MOTION #1 CARRIED.) 
John shared that chapters could use part of their ICC allotment to spend on jewelry. 
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G. 2023 Scholarship Allocations at Convention: MOTION #2:  Kaycea Campbell 
moved that the SAB allow $35,000 to be paid to 2023 scholarship 
recipients. Ashley McHale seconded the motion.  (MOTION #2 CARRIED.) 

 
H. CD Purchase in 2023: MOTION #3:  Kaycea Campbell moved that after dues 

collection on June 20, 2023, if a large balance remains in the operational account 
that upon the advice of our financial planner, another 6-month CD can be bought 
for increase to help with Convention payment.  The amount will be based on what 
is required to pay operational bills at that time and what chapters pay as dues.  
Ashley McHale seconded the motion.  (MOTION #3 CARRIED.) 

 
XI. Calendar Update: 
Event  Date  College 
2023 FAM  October 7, 2023 

 
Host:  Ashley McHale 
 

2023 Northern Regional  
Conference 
 

 
(Mid-October) 

Host; Registration:  
Jennifer McBride (Merced), 
with on-ground component; 
Ian Thomas-Bignami 
(Diablo Valley) will help 
with virtual part 

2023 Southern Regional 
Conference 
 

In-person at LA Pierce 
College October 28, 2023 

Host: Pierce College 
Registration: 
 

2024 Spring Convention  
(North) 

April 19-21, 2024 
 

Host:  
 

2024 FAM  October 5, 2024 
 

Host: SAB President 
 

2024 Northern Regional  
Conference 
 

TBA Host: City College of San 
Francisco 

2024 Southern Regional  
Conference 
 

TBA Host: Glendale College 

2025 Spring Convention  
(South) Ontario 

April 25-27, 2025 
 

Host:  

2025 FAM  October 4, 2025 
 

Host: SAB President (North) 

2025 Northern Regional  
Conference 
 

TBA Host: 

2025 Southern Regional  
Conference 
 

TBA Host: 

2026 Spring Convention  
(North/South)  

April 17-19, 2026 
 

Host: Fullerton College on 
their campus 
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100th Anniversary Celebration 
Planning Committee 
2026 FAM  October 3, 2026 

 
Host: SAB President (South) 

 
XII. Reports: 

 
A. Board of Trustees Report:  Valerie reported that our endowment fund was back over 
the $1 million mark in stocks & other investments.  Our portfolio currently has yielded 
2.4% growth. 

 
B. SAB President Report: Valerie was happy to have served as SAB President.  She was 
looking forward to passing the gavel to Ashley McHale. 

 
C. SAB President-Elect Report: Ashley was looking forward to serving as the next SAB 
President. 

 
D. SAB Vice-President Elect Report:  None 

 
E. Secretary Report:  None  

 
F. Treasurer Report:  Kaycea submitted and summarized her STATE CONVENTION 
FINANCIAL REPORT 2023 which is attached to these Minutes. 

 
G.  Vice-Treasurer Report: None   
 
H. Chair of Scholarships Report:  Ashley reported there were 37 scholarship applicants 
this year and 34 students would be receiving scholarships.  The total scholarship amount 
for 2023 was $35,000.  The amounts ranged from $800 for Walsh and Loly awards, $1,200 
for Bell and Coffey awards, $1,500 for Taylor and Mantovani awards, and $2,000 for the 
Jackson award. 

 
I. Vice-Chair of Scholarships and Awards:  David Powers reported that no names were 

submitted for Outstanding Advisor. 
 

J. Secretary of Extension and Eligibility Report: None  
 

K. Secretary of Intercollegiate Relations Report:  None  
 

L. Advisory Board Directory Editor Report:  None 
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M. Website Committee Chair Report: Sara encouraged anyone with suggestions for 
the website to reach out to her.  She has not created any new content but will be 
happy to post and move things around.  She will be in contact with Kaycea & Marwin 
to post material for future convention events. 
 

N. Parliamentarian Report:  None 
 

O. Publicity Chair Report:  Jacqueline Alvarez reported she had replaced Vince Piro as 
one of the advisors from Merced College.  

 
P. Secretary of Standing Rules Report:  None 
 
Q. Historian/Keeper of Records Report:   Lisa Valdez reported she has purchased a P-

drive to store data. She hopes to have everything digitized and uploaded to the Cloud 
by the 2024 convention. 

 
R. Student Trustee Reports North and South: Tenecia Harris was happy to share that 

after her morning workshop presentation, two members expressed interest in the 
student trustee positions.  They are Dawson Wu from City College of San Francisco 
(for the North) and Jay Zheng from Mount San Antonio College (for the South).  Both 
members were interested in working on the next statewide project. 

 
XIII. Discussion: (Non-Action Items):  None 
 
XIV. Adjournment:  President Valerie Venegas adjourned the meeting at 12:37 pm. 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

STATE CONVENTION 

FINANCIAL REPORT 2023 
April 29, 2023 - Virtual/Zoom 

Presented to the left is the bank balance. AGS has a business account with Wells Fargo and all funds are housed 
there. The bank balance is extracted from the online Wells Fargo account balance. 

Why is the bank balance so low? Why is the balance payment of future convention a negative number? The above 
questions are sure to be brought up by the SAB.  It should be noted that AGS currently has a bank account to deal 
with operational expenses.  Usually that bank balance is high and earns zero interest.  With interest rates increasing 
dramatically with monetary policy – the approved $80,000 CD purchase (earning 1.01% and $664 interest) was 
rolled over to a one-year CD purchase to earn 4.70% after expiration before convention in  February 2024 (earning 
approximately $3,700 in interest). As such the bank account cash flow seems low, but the CD principal and interest 
of over $84,000 will be available for convention in Sacramento come 2024.   

Bank Balance as of 3/15/2023
$10,328.89
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

Motion:  I hereby move jewelry prices to be increased 15% across the board for 
the new prices shown in the schedule below to be effective May 1, 2023. 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

Important Notes: 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

 

Motion:  I hereby move that the SAB allow $35,000 to be paid to 2023 
scholarship recipients. 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

Presented below is the abridged P&L over a 7-year period. Profits from the convention are falling – funding 
scholarship source needs to be addressed. Convention was canceled in 2020 due to the pandemic, 2021, 2022, and 
2023 saw a virtual convention. AGS must return to in-person conventions for 2024 and 2025 given that we have 
balances with the DT Sacramento and Ontario respectively. 

 

Discussion Item: AGS as a non-profit and grant writing. Thoughts from 
advisors concerning financing. 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

There was a discussion and decision when SAB last met that the current convention model with hotel contracts was 
not financially sustainable. Discussions surrounding hosting conventions on school campuses and/or allowing 
chapters to make decisions about hotel costs was also discussed. There are no contracts for hotels beyond  2025 for 
AGS.  The 100th year celebration will be at Fullerton College. A cursory examination of hotels close to the college was done to get 
an idea of cost. What would SAB want AGS to do for hotels?  Have a one-time, one-year contract from AGS, that chapters pay for 
based on registration?  Or have a room block only with financial obligations linked to individual chatpers?   

   

 
Discussion Item: How should the Fullerton Hotel cost be treated by AGS as an 
organization? 
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Alpha Gamma Sigma, Inc. 
The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 

Established 1926 

At FAM, the SAB approved a transfer to a CD earning 1.01%. The CD earned $664 on the $80,000 principal. 
Given that convention is virtual in 2023 and expenses being low, an opportunity to earn over 4% with a roll-over 
CD purchase was completed. This CD expires February 2024 and will earn approximately $3,700 in interest. With 
the Convention in Sacramento being and with funds to pay for Convention and scholarships somewhat tenuous the 
decision was made to earn extra amounts as required to prepare financially for returning to in-person conventions. 

Motion:  I hereby move that after dues collection June 20, 2023, if a large 
balance remains in the operational account that with the advice of our financial 

planner, another 6-month CD can be bought for interest to help with 
Convention payment. The amount will be based on what is required to pay 

operational bills at that time and what chapters pay as dues. 
 

Discussion:  Sacramento 2024 is in-person. How are the Chapters preparing to 
attend? We need attendance. 
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The California Community College Scholastic Honor Society 
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