














The 97th annual Alpha Gamma Sigma
State Convention will be held on April
28th -29th via Zoom and hosted by
Santa Monica College’s Alpha Gamma
Chapter! More than 40 chapters from
all over the state of California will be
attending and the attendance is
expected to be somewhere between
200 and 400 students. We want all
members of our chapter to attend and
meet fellow AGS honor students from
different parts of California!

Come to the AGS State

Convention this April!
PROFESSOR TERRY GREEN

The convention planning committee
(consisting of co-presidents, Kayla
Rodriguez and Holly Stiebel, and
advisors, John Quevedo, Terry Green,
and Betty Wong) have been working
diligently the last several months
planning the workshops and events that
will happen on April 28th -29th. 

We really want every member of our
chapter to attend that weekend!



A quick preview of what exciting activities to expect: On Friday night, there
will be a Game Night hosted by Professor Brian Rodas which should be a fun
event. On Saturday morning our college president, Dr. Kathryn Jeffrey, will
give opening remarks to start the day. Following Dr. Jeffery’s welcome, the
Roll Call will have all the attending chapters introduce themselves via cheers
on videos. Students will then have the opportunity to attend a variety of
workshops during two morning sessions. A professor from the UCLA MARC
(Mindful Awareness Research Center) will be speaking on how to improve
one’s wellbeing through meditation. Previous presidents from our chapter will
be telling what it is like to transfer to UCLA or Berkeley. We will have some of
the finest SMC professors leading workshops such as simplifying the transfer
process to a university, practical approaches to personal finance, applications
of probability and statistics in finance – risk and return and much more,
budgeting & saving. 

Our current presidents, Kayla
and Holly will lead an Officers
Roundtable to talk about
leadership in our chapters
throughout the state. SMC
member Tenecia Harris, and a
member of the AGS State Board
of Trustees, will be discussing
the AGS Statewide Project for
this upcoming year. At midday
our keynote speaker, Nat
Trives, who is known as Mr.
Santa Monica, will talk about
his volunteer experiences as he
belongs to 32 different
community service
organizations! It is going to be a
great Saturday opportunity for
you to learn about a host of
topics!



In the afternoon, approximately $40,000 in scholarships will be awarded by
the statewide organization to outstanding students from AGS chapters
throughout the state of California. As the host college, Santa Monica College
will have an extra candidate to compete for recognition in the areas of
outstanding service, outstanding academics, and outstanding academics and
leadership. Santa Monica College’s candidates are Holly Stiebel, Harley Le
Thuy, Kayla Rodriguez and Ky Fernandez. It will be your chance to cheer for
our four SMC candidates who all could win scholarships that afternoon! Let
us hope we go four for four!

And we have not forgotten the rest of you in attendance! Throughout the
day, members will have the opportunity to win e-certificates as prizes—just
another reason to attend the upcoming convention! So put a Save the Date
on your calendar for April 28th-29th and come to our general meetings to
find out how to sign up to attend the AGS State Convention!



Supporting Students

During Pre-Finals Week 
PROFESSOR BETTY WONG

One of the most stressful times
in the life of a college student
is the week before or during
final exams. On some
campuses, this period is known
as “Dead Week.”

Understanding that feeling ,
Alpha Gamma Sigma Honor
Society secured funding from
the Associated Student Board

to serve packaged El Pollo Loco food items (burritos, chicken
bowl, chicken quesadilla, pozole) from various designated areas
around the Math Complex over a five-day period in the Fall 2022
semester from December 5 to December 14. As students left the
Math Lab preparing for final exams or classrooms having just
taken a final exam, they were able to visit a nearby classroom or
were met out in a MC hallway alcove and offered their choice of
one of the food items to sustain and uplift them as they studied.
Staffing the serving line were AGS members and advisors
working different shifts involved with setting up, serving with
mask and plastic gloves, and general cleanup afterwards.





On Thursday March 2nd Santa Monica College held the first Start Up
event of the semester! SMC Startup is an annual event held at the
beginning of each semester where clubs and organizations can promote
themselves to the entire student body. Alpha Gamma Sigma members and
officers had the pleasure to attend this event, and there was no rain so it
was held outdoors in the beautiful quad area! AGS was provided with a
designated table where students could approach with questions
regarding what AGS is about, becoming an official member,
requirements, and getting connected! Many students were very
interested in what AGS has to offer to members and were eager to sign
up and attend the first meeting of the semester!

SMC START-UP EVENT 
NATALIA ZELEDON

Newsletter Staff

I had the pleasure of interviewing
Esmeralda Hernandez, Zoe Medina,
and Sakunit, a few of our own AGS
officers who got to attend the event
in regards to their experiences!
Emeralda said that her favorite
aspect of the SMC Startup event was
getting to interact with a lot of
different students. She met new and
returning students wanting to find a
community on campus to make
friends with and hopes AGS is that
community for them. 



She said that she spoke to at least 80 potential students throughout the
event and that there was a lot of excitement to join one of the longest
standing organizations at SMC! Zoe said that face to face interactions and
engagement is super vital to maintaining engagement and retention within
AGS, hence why events like these are very important for student clubs and
organizations. 

Sakunit said that her favorite aspect of the event was interacting with new
and returning people that wished to be part of something at SMC. Which
demonstrates the eagerness SMC students have and really shows that it is
never too late or too early to get involved in something! She hopes that
AGS can continue to be an inclusive environment that is welcoming and
where anyone can find a sense of belonging. Sakunit mentioned that
outreach events are super important to make students aware of what being
an honors society actually looks like and get a glimpse of what being a
leader is like as well!
 Overall, it is clear that everyone had an excellent time and many students
got connected to AGS this semester. We look forward to more outreach
events in the future! 

Esmeralda went on to mention the
importance of events like this in how it
allows students to ask questions in
person and learn about everything
SMC has to offer to support students. 

 Zoe said that she felt that the goal of
expanding the AGS community was met
and how it was such a rewarding
experience. From decorating the booth
in AGS gear to talking to potential
members, it was all worthwhile in the
end. 
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The purpose of the chapter shall be to foster, promote, maintain, and
recognize scholarship among the diverse student body at Santa Monica
College; to develop activities offering multicultural, academic, social, or

enrichment experiences; to promote service to the college and
community; to emphasize the development of leadership, character,

judgment, respect, and care for others, and the environment.
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